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ABI Releases 2010 Legislative Agenda
2010 Focus: Fiscal Responsibility and Economic Growth 
(Des Moines, IA – Nov. 23, 2009) Iowa’s largest business trade association announced its 2010 legislative agenda to improve and protect Iowa’s economic climate. The Iowa Association of Business and Industry’s (ABI) agenda is based on maintaining a climate for economic growth and encouraging fiscal responsibility in Iowa’s economy.
The complete agenda is available at www.iowaabi.org/en/public_policy. 
“The current state budget situation creates a unique opportunity for policymakers to review Iowa’s budgeting process as well as the priorities for using taxpayers’ money,” says Bill Brown, ABI board chair and senior partner at BrownWinick Law Firm.  “Policymakers must also employ the standards and criteria necessary to produce affordable, accountable and sustainable budgets that Iowa taxpayers can rely on year after year.”
In these challenging economic times, we encourage policymakers to actively pursue policies that make Iowa more competitive for job creation,” says Mike Ralston, ABI president. “Leveraging programs that give Iowa the greatest return on investment is the best course of action.”
ABI’s legislative priorities and policies are established on an annual basis through an in-depth grassroots committee process. More than 600 individuals working through five specialized ABI committees, along with regional meetings, develop the legislative policies. The policies are then refined, reviewed and approved by the Legislative Committee and the ABI Board of Directors.  
The list of ABI's legislative accomplishments includes the passage of: Workers' Compensation legislation in 1911; the landmark Right to Work Law in 1947; the Sales and Use Tax Exemption on Machinery, Equipment and Computers in 1997; Drug-Free Workplace Testing in 1998; Venture Capital Investment Incentives and the Insurance Premium Tax Reduction in 2002; the Association Health Plans and Wellness Initiatives in 2007; and most recently the Transportation Investment in 2008.
# # # 

The Association of Business and Industry’s (ABI) has been the voice of Iowa business since 1903, and its mission is to collectively provide a strong, unified voice to business and industry on issues impacting Iowa employers. ABI is currently comprised of approximately 1,400 Iowa businesses of all types and sizes employing more than 300,000 Iowans. 
Specific emphasis is given to legislative and regulatory matters and to education and leadership development, including ongoing training to member businesses annually. Additionally, to date, ABI’s Foundation has engaged 800 Iowans through Leadership Iowa and provided business fundamentals to 5,000 Iowa high school students through Business Horizons.
	      








