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ABI Partners with Kinetic Technologies to Host Cobot Automation Event 

 
DES MOINES, Iowa – Iowa Association of Business and Industry (ABI) has partnered with Kinetic 
Technologies and Iowa Lakes Community College to host an event on cobot automation. Join local 
manufacturers, workforce organizations and subject experts in Algona on February 23. 
 
“This program is geared towards manufacturers of any size as well as those interested in workforce 
solutions and automation,” said Mike Ralston, ABI President. “This a day designed for attendees to 
learn from national cobot leaders, as well as discover how automation could be brought to their 
organization.” 
 
Featured speakers include Matt Busch, Cofounder of Hirebotics and Elias Papillion, Regional 
Development Manager, Welding at Universal Robots. Also hear from a panel about workforce 
solutions and ways your company could implement automation to help take your facilities to the 
next level. Panelists include Derek Thompson, CIRAS, and Jolene Rogers, Executive Director 
Institutional Advancement/Foundations - Iowa Lakes Community College.  
 
Attendees will have the opportunity for hands-on interaction with a welding cobots exhibit in Iowa 
Lakes Community College’s Electrical Learning Lab. 
 
Members of the media are invited to attend the Cobot Automation Summit at 9:30am on Thursday, 
February 23 at the Tietz Entrepreneurial Center at Iowa Lakes Community College, 2111 US-169, in 
Algona. For an in-depth look at the agenda, visit http://www.iowaabi.org/events 
 
To RSVP or learn more about other ABI events, please contact Kelsey Smith at ksmith@iowaabi.org 
or 515-235-0571. 
 

### 
 
The Iowa Association of Business and Industry (ABI) has been the voice of Iowa business since 
1903. Its mission is to provide a strong, unified voice to business and industry on issues affecting 
Iowa employers. ABI is comprised of 1,500 member companies of all types and sizes in all 99 
counties employing more than 330,000 Iowans. 
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